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USGA match play rules vary in a variety of ways from stroke play.   However, for the purpose of HVWGC match 
play, we will follow stroke play rules with the exception of those identified in this document.   

BASIC MATCH PLAY 

Golfers compete hole by hole, and the golfer who wins the most holes wins the match.   

The Match Play Chair creates brackets based on the results of the qualifying rounds and advises golfers of their 
match pairings.   

Each player in a bracket plays a match against all other golfers in her bracket – round robin.  The number of hole 
wins accumulates during the round robin matches. 

When the round robin matches are complete, the top golfers in each bracket play in one or more final rounds 
depending on the size of the field to determine the winner. 

The final match determines the first and second place winners – both of whom receive monetary awards at the 
Annual Banquet. 

For each match: 

 Play nine holes. No pickup scores. There are a total of 9 points to be won in each match.  

 You win a hole when you complete the hole in fewer strokes than your opponent or your opponent 
concedes the hole. ONE POINT WON. 

 You tie a hole (also known as “halved”) when you and your opponent complete the hole in the same 
number of strokes.  EACH WIN HALF POINT. 

MATCH ROUNDS 

Every two weeks starting in June, each pair of opponents will schedule and play their match on a day and time that 
works for them.  The players will pick up their scorecards at the course, pay for the round, and play.   

Both players must sign one scorecard and email (hvwgcgolf@gmail.com) a copy to the Match Play Chair.   

The Match Play Chair will email players with their scores to post. 

YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES IN MATCH PLAY 

 Tell your opponent the right number of strokes you have taken when asked,  

 Make your opponent aware as soon as reasonably possible after you get a penalty, and  

 Know the match score. 

CONCESSIONS 

 You may concede your opponent’s next stroke or hole (not the match), but a concession is only made 
when it is clearly communicated.  

 A concession is final – you cannot withdraw it once made and your opponent cannot decline the 
concession.  
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ORDER OF PLAY  

 The order of play from the teeing area depends on who has the honor, and after that is based on which ball 
is farthest from the hole.  

 In match play, the order of play is fundamental; if you play out of turn, your opponent may cancel that 
stroke and make you play again.  

o Starting First Hole. The honor is decided by the order of the draw or, if there is no draw, by 
agreement or by using a random method (such as tossing a coin).  

o Starting All Other Holes. The player who wins a hole has the honor at the next teeing area. If the 
hole was tied, the player with the honor at the previous teeing area keeps it.  

o After Both Players Start a Hole. The ball that is farther from the hole is to be played first.  

 In all cases, if you play when it is your opponent’s turn to play, there is no penalty and you play your ball as 
it lies, but your opponent may cancel the stroke and require the player to replay the stroke in the right 
order.  

 Exception – Playing Out of Turn by Agreement to Save Time: To save time, you and your opponent may 
agree to play out of turn.  

HANDICAPS 

Handicap strokes are allocated by subtracting the lower handicap from the higher, then assigning the difference to 
the higher handicap player. If Golfer A has a course handicap of 14 and Golfer B has a course handicap of 10 then 
Golfer A is assigned 4 handicap strokes and Golfer B is assigned zero.  

SCORECARDS 

Scorecards will be provided at the course when you sign in for your tee-time and inform them you are with HVWGC 
match play event. 

The scorecard will contain the names of both players and will have the handicap strokes assigned (with dots) for 
both the front and back 9 for the highest handicap player. 

CONCEDED HOLE SCORING AND MOST LIKELY SCORE 

If a player concedes a hole, she records the most likely score for handicap purposes only, e.g. C8, where C means 
the hole was conceded and 8 is the most likely score.  A most likely score is the number of strokes already taken, 
plus in the player's best judgment, the number of strokes needed to complete the hole from that point more than 
half the time.  The player automatically loses a conceded hole but the score is used for posting.  

http://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/players-edition/definitions.html#honour
http://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/players-edition/definitions.html#honour
http://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/players-edition/definitions.html#teeing area
http://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/players-edition/definitions.html#honour
http://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/players-edition/definitions.html#teeing area
http://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/players-edition/definitions.html#hole
http://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/players-edition/definitions.html#opponent%E2%80%99s
http://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/players-edition/definitions.html#opponent
http://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/players-edition/definitions.html#stroke
http://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/players-edition/definitions.html#opponent
https://www.thoughtco.com/handicap-in-golf-1560875
https://www.thoughtco.com/course-handicap-definition-1561047
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EXAMPLE SCORECARD 

In the example match scorecard below, Anne and Lexi have handicaps of 14 and 12 respectively.  Anne, with the 
higher handicap, gets 2 strokes, one on each of the 2 highest handicap holes - #3 and #7 (Ladies’ Handicap at 
bottom of scorecard).  A dot in the score column indicates that hole is handicapped by 1 stroke. 

 The top row for each player is the actual score for the hole.  There is no pickup number. If the hole is 
conceded, a “C” with the most likely score is entered.  

 The Net score is entered under the actual score and is only used when the hole is handicapped (e.g. has a 
dot). 

 The Win row is used to identify holes won or tied. 

In the example:  

 Holes 1-2: Holes are tied.  Each player gets ½ point in 
Win row 

 Hole 3: Anne had a 6 with a net score of 5, so 6 is written 
into the top row and 5 in the Net row.  Lexi concedes hole 
3 with a most likely score of 8, so C8 is written in the top 
row   Anne wins the hole since Lexi conceded so Anne 
writes 1 into Win row. 

 Hole 4:  Hole tied.  Each player gets ½ point in Win row. 

 Hole 5: Anne concedes the hole and scores C7 while Lexi 
scores 2.   Lexi wins the conceded hole, enters 1 in the 
Win row. 

 Hole 6: Hole is tied.  Each player gets ½ point in Win row. 

 Hole 7: Lexi wins hole and enters 1 in Win row. 

 Hole 8: Lexi wins hole (Anne’s handicapped score of 5 
compared to Lexi’s score of 4) and enters 1 in Win row.    

 Hole 9.  Anne wins hole and enters 1 in Win row. 

 Anne’s total Wins is 4.  Lexi’s total Wins is 5. 

  


